ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Melbourne Girls’ College acknowledges the Wurundjeri
people of the Kulin Nations as the Traditional Owners of
the land, and we pay respect to Elders, past and present.

WHY CHOOSE A GIRLS’ SCHOOL
Girls’ schools are where girls are at the centre of every aspect of the community.
From the classroom to the sporting arena to the academic program, we
designed it for our girls. If they want to be a writer, lawyer, astronaut, artist,
scientist, or diplomat, our students will know there is nothing to stand in their
way. Research tells us that:
• “Girls in single-sex schools perform better academically than their
counterparts in co-educational schools, after holding constant measures of
selection, background, peers and school factors” (Cabezas).
• For girls, “single-sex settings resulted in much more favourable attitudes towards
mathematics than those in coeducational settings” (Lee & Anderson).
• Girls feel empowered to defy gender stereotypes. An all-girl environment
can stimulate discussion, dialogue and self-discovery in an atmosphere
that “for the most part” is “free from ridicule and the fear of undermining
self-image” (Younger).
• Single-sex schools encourage “improved self-esteem” and “psychological
and social well-being in adolescent girls” (Cribb & Haase).
• Girls’ schools tailor teaching to girls and provide an aspirational environment.
Girls from single-sex schools achieve “significantly higher” university entrance
scores and are more likely to enrol in a university degree than girls who attend
co-ed schools (Park, Behrman and Choi).

2 - MELBOURNE GIRLS’ COLLEGE

About Us
FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
Melbourne Girls’ College is a supportive and highly successful learning community.
As a centre of excellence for all-girls education, our students are surrounded by highachieving, outstanding female role-models who challenge stereotyping and firmly
believe in the leadership capacity of young people.
As the Principal of Melbourne Girls’ College, I have an unwavering dedication to provide
every opportunity for our students to experience their excellence in their chosen fields. I
am motivated and excited to witness our students’ academic and personal growth, which
is evident daily when students are confident and connected at school and in their local
and wider communities.
Melbourne Girls’ College is a leader in innovative educational practice firmly grounded
in our values of Excellence, Teamwork and Diversity. Our team of educators are
committed, caring, and high performing professionals who make a positive difference to
every student, every day. They stretch and challenge their students, encouraging them to
take healthy risks in their learning and to be creative and solution-focused in their thinking.
Our students are encouraged and expected to work respectfully and collaboratively
with their teachers and each other and to show the courage to pursue leadership
opportunities and their dreams. Inclusive in their actions and enthused by diversity, our
students are courageous upstanders and rightfully optimistic as they have discovered that
there are unlimited possibilities for their futures.
Melbourne Girls’ College has a proud and esteemed history and an exciting present
and future and I can confidently say, in any forum, that Melbourne Girls’ College
students have learned to “Lead and Achieve”.
Tamy Stubley
Principal
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Our History
Melbourne Girls’ College was established in 1994 on the original site of Richmond Secondary College, which was closed in 1992.
The College was envisaged as an innovative and exemplary environment for girls’ education. From humble beginnings of 300 students,
today the College has flourished and grown to become a vibrant community of over 1400 students.
We continue to honour the original vision of our founders and are proud of our reputation as a creative, safe and supportive place
of learning characterised by academic excellence, teamwork and diversity.

OUR VALUES
The Melbourne Girls’ College values provide the foundations of our strong community.
EXCELLENCE Excellence in our achievements and aspirations while always striving to give and be our best.
TEAMWORK Together, we know we can achieve so much more. We strongly believe that effective communication and the celebration
of individuality within the team are crucial elements to developing an effective team-based collaborative environment.
DIVERSITY

We are a richer community when we consider all perspectives and recognise and celebrate the differences.
We challenge our students to think critically about their own beliefs and examine the world in fresh ways to promote
creativity and innovation in an authentic, inclusive environment.

OUR CREST AND HOUSE ICONS
The Yarra River is an ever-present and picturesque feature of the campus
and holds a special significance in the life of our community. The river is
represented by the ripples on the College crest. The colours of the ripples,
purple, white and green, pay respect to the achievements and aspirations of
the women’s movement.
The House Program creates a sense of belonging, and fosters enthusiasm,
teamwork and leadership across a range of activities including annual
swimming, athletics and cross-country inter-house competitions. In addition to
the sporting competitions, there are competitions in music, art, debating, chess,
and public speaking.
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All students belong to one of four Houses - Chisholm, Lyons, Melba or Maris – each named after prominent and courageous
Australian women leaders.

Chisholm – Green House

Maris – Purple House

Named after Caroline Chisholm, a humanitarian known mostly for
her support of immigrant females and family welfare in Australia.

Named after Hyllus Maris, an Aboriginal Australian activist,
poet and educator. Maris was a Yorta Yorta woman. She was
a key figure in the Aboriginal rights movement of the 1970s and
1980s, a poet, an educator and an award-winning scriptwriter.

Melba – Blue House

Lyons – White House

Named after Dame Nellie Melba, a world-famous Australian
opera soprano, best remembered for her beautiful singing
and powerful stage presence. She adopted the alias ‘Melba’
after her home town, Melbourne. She was the first Australian to
achieve global success as an opera singer.

Named after Dame Enid Lyons, an Australian politician who
was the first woman elected to the House of Representatives
and the first woman to serve in federal cabinet.
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Enrolments
and Transitions
Melbourne Girls’ College welcomes enrolment enquiries
from the local and wider community.
The Department of Education and Training sets the enrolment priorities for all government schools. Melbourne Girls’ College adheres
to these priorities and enrolment positions are offered according to the following:
• Students for whom Melbourne Girls’ College is the nearest neighbourhood school,
• Students with a sibling at the same permanent address* who is attending the College at the same time,
• 50% of places remaining after criteria 1 and 2 are applied are allocated to students seeking enrolment on specific
curriculum grounds which are the study of Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics (STEAM). This involves
a separate application and shortlisting process,
• All other students in order of proximity of their home to the College,
• In exceptional circumstances, places may be provided for compassionate reasons.
Priority Order of Placement Enrolment application forms are overseen by the government primary schools. Students attending
Catholic or independent primary schools can apply through forms available via our website or from our general office.
Visit Findmyschool.vic.gov.au for current information about Victorian school zones.
* The permanent residential address is defined as where the student is living with their own immediate family. It does not include staying with
another relative, friend or a business address.
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TRANSITION: GRADE 6 INTO YEAR 7

Commencing high school is a social and emotional shift that opens new and sometimes
challenging experiences. We understand the importance of a positive transition
for each student and have developed supportive programs and structures to build
connections, and a sense of belonging and familiarity with the College.
We focus on strong positive relationships and encourage active participation of students, families and carers, and primary schools
in the transition process.
Our Orientation Program is always an exciting experience, especially our welcome event for new families. We value constructive
home-school partnerships which allow matters to be addressed promptly, alleviating concerns or uncertainty for students and families.
Some students need particular support when commencing in a new school. We look to engage families, students and primary
school staff to develop appropriate individual transition plans.
The Year 7 Camp early in Term 1 is an important opportunity for students to build connections and friendships, which in turn enhance
learning outcomes, wellbeing and resilience. Camp activities are designed to build confidence, ignite creativity, stimulate a sense
of adventure, strengthen team-building, and promote independence.
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Curriculum, Enrichment
and Enhancement
INNOVATIVE CURRICULUM FOR ALL

The curriculum at Melbourne Girls’ College is designed to equip our
students with the depth and breadth of knowledge, skills and capabilities
they need for success. Students are encouraged and challenged to strive
for personal excellence, and we explicitly teach strategies, habits and
dispositions that are deeply connected to a growth mindset.
The ability to source, evaluate and use information is a fundamental and essential skill. Information literacy, learning methods and
technologies are incorporated into every learning area. Our curriculum promotes a problem-solving approach, encouraging and
explicitly teaching students to accept responsibility for their learning.
In Years 7 to 10 our progressive curriculum offers students flexible program content and delivery to meet their individual
developmental needs. Classes are longer, allowing for greater in-depth immersion in content and subjects are strategically
combined to be more relevant, interesting and meaningful.
The College offers an extensive range of Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) subjects in Years 11 and 12,
including the Vocational Major, a Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) exemplary program that provides pathways to further
vocational studies. The depth and breadth of the core curriculum is complemented by our wide-ranging and stimulating elective
program, which is available from Year 8. Students who have demonstrated appropriate readiness in their Year 9 studies are also
encouraged to include a VCE subject as part of their Year 10 program.
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MELBOURNE GIRLS’ COLLEGE CURRICULUM STRUCTURE

We operate a fortnightly timetable, with each period being 75 minutes long.
Year 7

Year 8

Subject

Periods per
Fortnight

Subject

Periods per
Fortnight

Mathematics

7

Mathematics

6

Social World (English and Humanities)

9

Science

4

Physical World (Science and Health)

7

English and Humanities

8

Performance (1 Semester)
Art (1 Semester)

4

4

Connected World

2

Art (1 Semester)
Dance / Music (1 Semester)

Design and Technology

4

LOTE (French or Chinese)

8

PE

3

Food Technology

3

Sport

2

PE, Health and Sport

5

Wellbeing

2

Wellbeing

2

Year 10

Year 9
Subject

Periods per
Fortnight

Mathematics

6

Science

6

World Of Ideas (English and Humanities)

8

Electives Program

One Elective must be an Arts Subject
and One Elective must be a Technology Subject

Subject

Periods per
Fortnight

English Elective (1 Semester)
English (1 Semester)

6

Consumer Mathematics /
Practical Mathematics /Mainstream Mathematics /
Advanced Mathematics

6

Electives Program

One Elective must be a Science Subject

SEMESTER 1

SEMESTER 2

SEMESTER 1

SEMESTER 2

Elective 1

Elective 4

5

Elective 1

Elective 5

6

Elective 2

Elective 5

5

Elective 2

Elective 6

6

Elective 3

Elective 6

5

Elective 3

Elective 7

6

PE

2

Elective 4

Health

2

Elective 8
OR
VCE Unit 1 & 2

6

Wellbeing

1

Year 11

Wellbeing and Careers

4

Year 12

Subject

Periods per
Fortnight

Subject

Periods per
Fortnight

English Subject

6

English Subject

6

VCE Unit 3 & 4 Subject

6

Elective 1

6

Elective 1

6

Elective 2

6

Elective 2

6

Elective 3

6

Elective 3

6

Elective 4

6

Elective 4

6

Private Study

6

7th English Period

1

7th English Period

1

7th Mathematics Period

1

7th Mathematics Period

1

SAC Catch up

2

SAC Catch up

2

STUDENT EXCELLENCE PROGRAM
Many of our students participate in the Student Excellence Program provided by the Department of Education and Training (DET)
- the Victorian High Ability Program (VHAP) and the Victorian Challenge and Enrichment Series.
Virtual School Victoria delivers the VHAP for selected Year 7 and 8 students. On completing the 10-week online English and
Mathematics extension and enrichment program, our students participate in a face-to-face masterclass with other high-ability
students. The Victorian Challenge and Enrichment Series bring together experts and specialist presenters to provide high-quality
extension activities across all curriculum areas for school nominated students in Years 7 to 12. We encourage interested families
of high-ability students to discuss the various options to ensure the best overall experience for each student.

LEARNING EXTENSION AND ADVANCEMENT PROGRAM (LEAP)
The Learning Extension and Advancement Program (LEAP) is a mathematics enrichment subject for students in Years 7 to 9.
The subject develops problem-solving skills and higher-order thinking and explores a range of strategies to solve challenging
mathematical concepts and problems. Students work individually and collaboratively on challenging tasks and are encouraged to
participate in competitions such as the Australian Mathematics Enrichment Program and the Australian Mathematics Competition.

CENTRE FOR HIGHER EDUCATION STUDIES (CHES)
Melbourne Girls’ College is a Foundation Member of the Centre for Higher Education Studies (CHES), which provides our high
achieving students with the opportunity to study first-year university courses and select VCE subjects that are accompanied by an
enhancement and enrichment program. This ‘head start’ on tertiary courses allows our most capable students to undertake study
aligned to their skills and interests, contributing to their Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) while gaining university credits.
Minister for Education James Merlino

“The Centre for Higher Education Studies will provide new challenges for high-achieving VCE students and
allow them to get a head start on their university education.”
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, ARTS AND MATHEMATICS (STEAM)
Creativity, problem-solving and innovative thinking are essential life skills. As a high performing girls’ College, we are deliberate
about building the competence and confidence of our students in STEAM.
We inspire our students to be solution focused and innovative in their thinking. Nurturing future female leaders is at the core of our
curriculum. We also recognise the arts as a critical element of STEAM. The arts develop complementary abilities, understandings,
skills, and habits of mind in the areas of inquiry, problem-solving, and design. We teach students the value of creativity, innovation,
communication, and contemplation in the arts. STEAM skills are increasingly recognised and valued in a world where creative
solutions are needed and different perspectives are vital.

CONFUCIUS CLASSROOM
The Confucius Classroom at Melbourne Girls’ College is closely associated with the Confucius Institute at the
University of Melbourne. We aim to inspire student interest in culture and language and celebrate diversity.
Our specialist Chinese language staff bring an authentic linguistic and cultural resource to our classrooms.
Students celebrate Chinese culture days and participate in national speaking competitions and multiple
excursions. We also conduct a biennial international study tour to China, where students enjoy the experience
of cultural immersion.

PATHWAYS AND CAREERS
The College has a dedicated teaching, careers and pathways specialist team that works directly with our students, parents and
carers to provide the most relevant and current information to support informed pathway decisions. Our team draws upon the
Victorian Careers Curriculum Framework to focus discussion, explore goals and make informed choices.
Our Year 9 students use Morrisby Online, which offers insights into each student’s strengths and potential, suggesting matching
careers and pathways. The Year 10 Work Experience Program provides a practical insight into career pathways and informs
subject selection for their final years. We continue to support our students on completion of Year 12, taking inspiration from their
achievements and following their journeys through our Alumni Program.
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Student Wellbeing
VISIBLE WELLBEING FRAMEWORK
While our academic achievements are a publicly recognised strength of Melbourne Girls’ College, we are equally committed to
the personal, social and emotional wellbeing of our students.
We recognise the intrinsic link between wellbeing and effective learning and have adopted a whole-school approach to wellbeing
based on the Department of Education and Training - Visible Wellbeing Framework.

Strengths

Habits &
Goals

Emotional
Management

Coping

Attention &
Awareness

Relationships
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Based on the science of Positive Psychology, visible wellbeing unites our College community with a consistent and integrated
approach to wellbeing that provides students and staff with mechanisms and tools to deal with the strains and stressors of life and
manage emotions. The ensuing strengthened community relationships and enhanced communication skills, builds and strengthens
student voice and promotes gratitude and mindfulness.
Our Visible Learning Framework supports the implementation of the Child Safe Standards and the Department of Education and
Training’s Rights, Resilience and Respectful Relationships initiative which raises awareness and explicitly teaches respect, gender
equality, healthy relationships, resilience, and confidence.

WELLBEING CENTRE
Our Wellbeing Team includes school-based specialists:
• Psychologist
• Mental Health Practitioner
• Student Wellbeing Coordinator
This team works closely with parents, staff, external practitioners and community organisations to support students with learning
differences or complex needs.
Students can access short-term counselling with our Wellbeing Team and in situations where regular or longer-term counselling is
required, students and families can be supported to access services outside of school.
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STUDENT VOICE AND LEADERSHIP
The Melbourne Girls’ College leadership model is built around our values of Teamwork, Diversity and Excellence. Student leaders
play an important part in College decision making and fostering a learning environment that empowers students and values their voice.
Each year, more than one hundred students experience formal leadership roles through the House System, Student Representative
Council, Class Captains’ Forum, Middle School Executive, Senior Student Executive and the College Council.
Supported in their “guided autonomy” by the College’s Student Leadership Leader, students manage student-initiated projects such as
special events and assemblies. The program encourages girls’ involvement in social, intellectual, sporting and cultural activities and
encourages attendance at professional public-speaking workshops, public debates and mentoring and leadership conferences.

PARENT AND CARER PARTNERSHIPS & ALUMNI
We value and encourage wide-ranging partnerships and firmly commit to working as partners with our parents and carers.
We strive to establish positive home-school partnerships that actively engage parents and carers in their child’s learning.
Effective partnerships enrich wellbeing, achievement and engagement by focusing on student needs.
Our Alumni are a cherished element of College culture. They are our greatest advocates and are integral to our past, present
and future story. Alumni are uniquely placed to inspire current and future students and staff, provide career guidance and work
experience opportunities, establish scholarships and bequests, or contribute their talents in other ways.

SCHOOL UNIFORM
We believe that wearing a school uniform helps students build self-confidence and a sense of connection with our community.
Our students wear their uniforms with pride. The Melbourne Girls’ College uniform policy was developed and endorsed by
our College Council. Every effort is made to ensure our uniform is inexpensive, inclusive, practical, resilient, trans-seasonal and
well-liked by students. Our Year 12 students have a unique jumper in their final year to symbolise their senior school identity and to
recognise senior leadership as an essential value of the College.
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Co-curricular
Programs
Enriching learning experiences beyond the classroom is at
the core of a Melbourne Girls’ College education.
We encourage our students to pursue their interests with passion, curiosity and creativity. Melbourne Girls’ College students learn
to question, challenge, probe and build self-awareness, confidence and excitement about their future. Our Co-curricular Program
provides challenging and supportive experiences across sports, the arts, cultural exchange, public speaking, community service and
many challenge by choice initiatives.

ENVIRONMENT TEAM AND SUSTAINABILITY COLLECTIVE
Melbourne Girls’ College has received numerous awards for its energy and biodiversity campaigns. We are proud to partner with the
City of Yarra in our ambition to be carbon neutral.
Our Student Environment Team is an enthusiastic co-curricular group that promotes sustainability and leads regular initiatives, including:
• The annual Student Environment Conference,

• Solar-powered Earth Hour Concert,

• The Pedal Power Cinema,

• Zoos Victoria Seal the Loop Action Day,

• National Schools Tree Day,
• Clean Up Australia Day,

• Kids Teaching Kids Melbourne Water
Environment conferences,

• Nude Food Day,

• Ride2School Day,

• Sustainable Seafood Day,

• Environment and Climate Reality Weeks.

In addition, the Melbourne Girls’ College Sustainability Collective is comprised of parents, students, staff and wider community
members to achieve the best environmental outcomes for the College and our students.
The Sustainability Collective works within the framework of the Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative. They are currently working
with the City of Yarra and the Wurundjeri Council to improve the habitat along the Yarra River corridor by planting indigenous
vegetation and targeting noxious weeds.
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THE AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CADET PROGRAM (AAFC)
The AAFC Program is available for students in Years 8 to 12. The program is offered through the Advance Youth Development
Program with the support of the Royal Australian Air Force.
Students undertake Air Force related studies such as aviation, aircraft recognition, service knowledge, and drill and ceremonial.
Students also learn survival and bushcraft skills and first aid.
The program has a practical approach with camps, excursions and community parade activities. Leadership skills are developed
through the rank structure, where cadets encouragingly teach others. A sense of belonging is fostered and encouraged by the
skilled staff.

CAMPS PROGRAM
Our extensive and vibrant Camps Program is aligned with our curriculum and is integral to the Melbourne Girls’ College
experience. Our camps provide students with various exciting adventures and challenges that support their growth as individuals.
Camp experiences also foster healthy relationships, build independence and resilience and enhance the essential positive
teacher-student relationships.

ROWING PROGRAM
The Rowing Program at Melbourne Girls’ College provides a supportive, high-quality team-orientated rowing program for
Year 8 to 12 students. Our program strives for excellence while also promoting the development of confidence, fitness, positive
partnerships and friendships for all members.
We take full advantage of our remarkable location on the Yarra to be one of the few government schools to offer a comprehensive
rowing program. We have our own boatshed and pontoon, maximising time on the water and practice opportunities.

SCHOOL AEROBICS PROGRAM
The Aerobics Program inspires our students to participate in a fun, dynamic and exciting activity to enhance their physical, emotional
and social health. All students are welcome to join the recreation program centred on fun and participation.
Students in the high-performance competitive Aerobics Program have experienced considerable success with titles in the
AeroSchools State and National Championships.
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM
Music is an integral part of life for our young people and can inspire and enhance creativity. Music engages students in the art of
expression and immerses them in a language and history that is rich in culture. Students’ skills, developed through music education,
will benefit them beyond their school years, whatever their chosen pathways.
We cater for an extensive range of instruments and voice and encourage, motivate, inspire and guide our students to achieve their
best through individual and ensemble-based learning.
Our team of professional musicians and teachers provide diverse experiences to launch students into further musical study and
professional and rewarding careers in the music industry. At the same time, all students involved in the program benefit from the
social aspects of our co-curricular program and enhance their academic achievements.

PUBLIC SPEAKING AND DEBATING
Melbourne Girls’ College develops each student’s confidence and skills to speak to an audience to persuade, explain, or tell a
story through our normal classroom activities, leadership programs, and specific programs. Through our successful relationship with
Rotary, students are provided with the opportunity to participate in public speaking events.

PERFORMING ARTS
A rich performing arts education develops confidence, individual creativity and self-expression. Our bi-annual productions
incorporate music, drama, dance, vocals, front of house and backstage roles. The commitment, teamwork, skill development and
performance experience provides a lifelong memory for our students. Our new state-of-the-art performing arts theatre with authentic
performance and rehearsal spaces, will further enhance the enjoyment and growth of the performing arts programs.
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INTERSCHOOL SPORTS PROGRAM
As a member of School Sport Victoria, we celebrate and encourage every opportunity for our students to represent Melbourne
Girls’ College across a wide range of individual and team sports. Our Interschool Sports Program encourages students to “Lead
and Achieve”, irrespective of the outcome. Training and competition experiences connect our students to the broader community
and foster teamwork, communication, good sportsmanship and enjoyment.

PHILANTHROPY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
Our Philanthropy Team strives to help those who are experiencing difficult times in our community, nationally and internationally.
We recognise our privilege and know that through shared responsibility and action, we can contribute to positive social change.
We proudly support many programs, including:
• Share the Dignity,
• World’s Greatest Shave for the Leukaemia Foundation,
• Go Grey in May for the Robert Connor Dawes Foundation,
• Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation Youth Conference to support Weenthunga Health Network,
• Foodbank,
• Youth Climate Coalition,
• Richmond Tutoring Program run by the Australian Vietnamese Women’s Association.
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Global
Connections
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM
Our students come from diverse backgrounds and over sixty nationalities, providing us with rich opportunities to understand and
celebrate diversity. Melbourne Girls’ College students are informed, global citizens.
Our reputation as a centre of academic excellence attracts high quality learners to our International Student Program. International
students are supported by dedicated staff to ensure a successful transition, school, study and living experience. The College is part
of the Department’s Leading Asia Capable Schools program. Our Confucius Classroom, in connection with Hanban University,
the International Student Program, Sister School Relationships, Study Tours and exchange programs to France and China have
contributed to Melbourne Girls’ College being a truly international school.

INTERNATIONAL STUDY TOURS
Travel opportunities provide students with unique in-country cultural and language experiences and lifetime memories with
friends. Our students can participate in international study tours to Asia, Europe and America. The languages department
offers an alternating program of overseas study tours to France and China. These study tours are open to all Melbourne Girls’
College students, with priority given to students studying the language at the time of the tour.
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